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By Greg Kocher

CENTRAL KENTUCKY BUREAU

NICHOLASVILLE — A hot-

button proposal for a connector

road from U.S. 27 in Jessamine

County to Interstate 75 now has

some money behind it.

When Congress passed a

highway and mass transit bill in

late July, among the items ap-

proved was $500,000 for a feasi-

bility study of a connector road

from U.S. 27 to I-75. The mon-

ey was among $76 million for

various transportation projects

secured by U.S. Sen. Jim Bun-

ning.
The connector road was a

highly controversial issue in the

1990s, when it was proposed to

also connect Woodford County

to I-75. The area to be studied

doesn’t include Woodford Coun-

ty anymore — only the eastern

side of Jessamine to I-75 in

Fayette and Madison is in the

proposed study area. But that’s

no comfort to opponents in Jes-

samine.
“I don’t know of any studies

for a road that have said ‘No,

we don’t need this road,’” said

See CONNECT, A6
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Connector’s backers hail 

$500,000 to study feasibility
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IT’S ABOUT KIDS BEING IN CLASS

DAVID STEPHENSON | STAFF

First-grade teacher Lee Ann Fitzpatrick organized books yesterday in her classroom at Cassidy Elementary School in Lexington.

The Fayette County school district has launched a campaign to try to cut down on chronic student absenteeism.

Follow Discovery’s

progress online

How many unex-

cused absences

— those without a

doctor’s note —

should students be allowed

to have in one school year?

Take our online poll with this

story at www.kentucky.com.

By Raviya H. Ismail

HERALD-LEADER EDUCATION WRITER

The message is on book-

marks, billboards, yard signs

and will be aired on television:

“School. Be there.”

Fayette County school offi-

cials have launched a cam-

paign aimed at reducing the

district’s truancy rate and

boosting attendance on the

first day of school, Aug. 15.

Last year, 14,282 students

in the county were labeled

truant, either missing three

or more unexcused days from

school or being tardy three or

more days. That amounted to

44 percent of the student pop-

ulation and cost the district

$4.1 million. The school dis-

trict receives state funding

only for students who attend

school, and it loses about $12

a day for each student who is

not present.
The anti-truancy campaign

is being paid for by local busi-

nesses, who contributed

$150,000.

“In addition to raising the

awareness of why it’s impor-

tant to be in school, it also

gives the community the op-

portunity to see some of the

things that are going on in

our schools,” Superintendent

Stu Silberman said. The anti-

truancy effort is part of a

“school counts” initiative that

officials are pushing to pro-

mote the importance of regu-

lar school attendance and

how it ties into raising stu-

See TRUANCY, A6

Schools focus on truancy

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. —The shuttle

Discovery was to have several opportunities to

land this morning after NASA officials decided

yesterday to extend the mission by one day be-

cause cloudy conditions hampered visibility at

Kennedy Space Center.

There are two return windows at

Kennedy: 5:07 a.m. and 6:43 a.m. EDT.

If weather prevents the shuttle from land-

ing in Florida, there are other options:

� The secondary choice would be landing

at Edwards Air Force Base, in the California

desert northeast of Los Angeles. Two time

slots are available: 8:12 or 9:47 a.m.

� The backup site is at White Sands Mis-

sile Range in New Mexico at 6:39 or 8:13 a.m.

Shuttle gets 6 shots

at landing today

Civility, aplomb reassured viewers

ABC-TV anchorman Peter Jennings was not a warm

presence or everyone’s favorite uncle, but for many

years his air of civility and reserve won over a large

portion of the TV audience. Story, Page C4.

INSIDE

Founder of Ebony magazine dies

Publisher John H. Johnson, whose Ebony and Jet

magazines countered stereotypical coverage of blacks

after World War II, died yesterday.  Story, Page C4.

NASA

For the latest on Discovery’s landing, including a

photo slide show, see www.kentucky.com.

By Sadia Latifi

KNIGHT RIDDER WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — A simple snug-

gle can help lower blood pressure and

reduce stress, a new study suggests.

The researchers’ theory is that a heart-

warming pause and cuddle suppress

stress hormones and release oxytocin,

a human hormone that’s associated

with maternal love.

Thirty-eight couples participated in

the study, which measured

blood pressure, stress levels

and oxytocin before and after

they discussed a happy mo-

ment together, watched five

minutes of a romantic film

and shared a 20-second hug.

The result, according to an

article in the latest issue of

the journal Psychosomatic

Medicine, was lower levels of

the stress hormones cor-

tisol and norepinephrine

and higher levels of oxy-

tocin in both men and

women. Those shifts all

contribute to cardiac health.

Women were found to be more re-

sponsive to warm partner contact. Dr.

Karen Grewen, a psychiatrist at the

University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill and lead researcher, said oxytocin

and the female reproductive hormone

estrogen were closely related, which

may be why women were more respon-

sive to the hormone than

men were. 

Grewen and her

fellow researchers the-

orized that beneficial

hormonal shifts stimu-

lated by mellow romance

are a health benefit that mar-

riage confers. The shifts may

help explain why divorce is

linked to increased mortali-

ty. “Not all marriages ap-

pear equally protective,”

Grewen said. “The quality

of the marital relationship

seems to play an essential

role in health outcomes.”

HOW ABOUT
A BIG HUG?

�

It’ll lower your blood pressure, study finds

This yard-sign design is

part of the campaign.

�

44 PERCENT OF FAYETTE STUDENTS WERE TRUANT LAST YEAR

$480 million for two mountain roads 

U.S. 460 and U.S. 119 to get federal

money to become faster and safer. 
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By Jim Warren

HERALD-LEADER STAFF WRITER

Betty McKinney was sur-

prised when her high school

boyfriend Chase Com-

ley joined the U.S. Ma-

rine Corps; she was

crushed to learn that he

had been killed in Iraq

over the weekend.

“It’s unbelievable;

it’s just hard to fathom

it right now,” McKin-

ney said yesterday. “We

were very close.”

The two met at Lexington’s

Sayre School in seventh grade,

then dated off and on until

both graduated from Sayre in

2002. While McKinney went

on to enter the University of

North Carolina, Comley stud-

ied briefly at Lexington

Community College,

then joined the Marines

in early 2004. He and

McKinney kept in

touch after he went to

Iraq, and looked for-

ward to seeing each

other again.
But that was not to

be.
Lance Cpl. Chase Johnson

Comley, 21, of Lexington, was

See MARINE, A6

�

SAYRE GRAD REMEMBERED AS HAPPY, OUTGOING

Marine’s death 

in Iraq is a blow 

to friend, school

Chase Comley
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First-grade teacher Lee Ann Fitzpatrick organized books yesterday in her classroom at Cassidy Elementary School in Lexington.

The Fayette County school district has launched a campaign to try to cut down on chronic student absenteeism.

Schools focus on truancy
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THE FRILL IS GONE

Former Squeeze leader

tours in an RV nowadays
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TOO MUCH FAT,

TOO LITTLE SASS

Lack of substance, clumsy

style sabotage ‘Garfield’ 
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Perfection
eludes ‘St

epford’ re
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off band festival
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