Hey! This Could B

played baseball every day, but he planned on going to Georgia
Tech to become an engineer not thinking a major league team
may draft him.

But David kept working hard through high school to be a

better baseball player, and he had a monster senior year. He
eventually decided to put his engineer dreams on hold to go
straight to professional baseball when the Mets drafted him in

to write a better ending to thrs season the rst round of the 2001 draft.

After stints at different levels of the minor leagues, David was
nally able to go home. He was called up to Triple-A Norfolk,
his hometown, and got the chance to play for the team he
grew up watching. Just 30 games into his stay in Norfolk, he
was called up to the Mets. The rst thing he did was call his

parents.

“They were my rst call. Getting the chance to call my patemés hard for the Mets to have fun near the end of last seasor
was very exciting,” Wright said. “It was like a dream ey saw a big division lead disappear through September
true. When you think about it, | was just getting started’héohillies made up seven games and won the N:ational
spend all of your life getting to the big leagues, and ondsaague East Division title on the season’s last day.

get to the big leagues, |ts a whole ‘nother chapter, just s

back from square one.” t? ?/ear the N.L. East looks to be competitive all seasen lonc

The Phillies, Marlins, Nationals and Braves all made moves i
Long after Wright played Triple-A baseball and was atreadjfseason to improve their teams. That being said, David
a few seasons into his major league career, the Mets roged't focus on one speci ¢ team to worry about. He vr?orries
their Triple-A team to New Orleans, which was somebat them all. :

disappointing to David. :
PP g “Last year, we learned a tough lesson that you can’f take

“Sel shly, | was glad | got that opportunity to play in frombydne for granted,” Wright said. “Last year, we playéd the
my family and friends,” Wright said. “But, it's sad to sedl#ti@nals and Marlins the last two weeks of the seasgn and
team go.” they beat up on us pretty good, so | wouldn’t say there is

ecessarrl one team that concerns me more than others
When Wright grew up playing Little League Baseball in \P y

ée I’'m nervous about all of them. Philadelphia won the
he was always the hardest working player. Some play%r
vrsron last year; Atlanta is always a perennial powerhouse,
played against in Little League even made it to the majors.
there isn’t one team that concerns me the most, you have
One of David’s best friends he played both with and ag)Fga L avery game very seriousl
throughout his childhood years in Norfolk, is Tampa Bay y9 y y’
out elder B.J. Upton. Wright certainly has some great ddlsidgd also made sure with himself that he would be ready for

Before he turned 25vets third baseman David for kids that play youth baseball. a big season, and just like he did as a kid, he was workrng harc
offseason.

Wright had gone to two MLB All-Star games and had won a Gold“The most important advice that | could give any young p|ayer
Glove. Wright is one of baseball’s best players, always coming upis just to have fun, David said. “Too many young playerdvigkeain focus for the offseason was to get into the best
with the clutch hit, the diving stop, or the quick throw to rst. But what the game too seriously. Just enjoy it; because that is thestvayd possible so that individually, | could go put my best
many people don't know is he originally planned on being an engineer.try to approach every game. Go out there, smile, have fugff@ndto 2008,” David said. “A lot of that had to do with:doing
enjoy it. It's hard to get to the major leagues. Just try to eajegyitwith the promotions and endorsements so that I-would
as long as you can. Have fun with the guys that play. Kiésethgbod about the shape that | came into camp in, éo that
play youth baseball should learn teamwork. Baseball is avhegtathappened last year was a one-time thing and dbesnt
team game and they can learn valuable teamwork lessdrappen again.”

Wright was born in Norfolk, Va., living only a few miles away from the
Mets Triple-A minor league af liate at the time, the Norfolk Tides. He
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